Syllabus for Program and Mission Certification Course
APCE August 15 – October 25, 2024

Instructor: 	Cheryl Carson
				apcecheryl@gmail.com
				321-482-3117 (cell)

Schedule:	10 hours synchronous learning via Zoom 
				  5 hours asynchronous learning

Zoom Class Sessions:

Thursday, September 5th		1:00 – 3:30 ET
Thursday, September 12th		1:00 – 3:30 ET
Thursday, September 19th		1:00 – 3:30 ET
Thursday, September 26th		1:00 – 3:30 ET

Course Description:
This course in Presbyterian Program and Mission will explore the mission of the PC(U.S.A.), and the many program resources available from the denomination and its mid-councils. Critical examination and guided exploration will provide educators an opportunity to draw upon the richness of the Presbyterian tradition as they take leadership roles in their congregations and ministries. The course will provide educators opportunities to explore how the PC(U.S.A.)’s program and mission will impact, guide, and influence their educational programs and events. 

Course Objectives:
Course participants will be enabled to:
1. Define the mission of the PC(U.S.A.) as it is inspired by scripture and revealed in the denomination’s Constitution, and describe how the PC(U.S.A.) embodies and lives into its mission.
2. Locate, identify, and consider ways to use print and online denominational and mid-council resources within the educator’s ministry context.
3. Draw on the Directory for Worship as a significant resource for education and care in congregations, spiritual discernment, and worship planning – across all ages. 
4. Find and use the information in the Presbyterian Planning Calendar for planning faith formation events and activities in the educator’s context.

Required Texts: 
Book of Order, 2023-2025 (English) – Order Paperback Book at https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/9798988550105/book-of-order-20232025.aspx

Free pdf download of the 2023-25 Book of Order (English) at:
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/boo_2023-2023_publishedversion_cover_and_boo_complete.pdf

The 2024-25 Presbyterian Planning Calendar (available for purchase in early August) at:
https://www.pcusastore.com/AdvancedSearch/DefaultWFilter.aspx?SearchTerm=planning+calendar
  
Please Note: Your Church or Presbytery may have free copies of both the Book of Order and the Planning Calendar they can provide you.

Required reading and assignments before the Zoom classes begin:
 
1. Carefully read Chapter One of the Foundations of Presbyterian Polity and the Directory for Worship in the 2023-2025 Book of Order. 
a. Assignment: Prepare a one-page summary of what you glean about the mission of the PC(USA) and how it is embodied in the life of the Church and its members. Submit to Instructor by September 1st (It will be used for discussion in first Zoom session).

2. [bookmark: _Hlk74575592]Spend a minimum of 3 hours surfing www.pcusa.org for a general sense of the multitude of program and mission resources available from the PC(U.S.A.) and scan your presbytery and synod websites, as well.  
a. Assignment: Choose a specific denominational resource of interest and request to get it assigned to you by the instructor. Prepare a no more than a 3-minute presentation about it, with the intent of helping Christian educators use these resources in their ministries. Submit an outline of your presentation, including links to resources presented, to the instructor by September 15th for Resource Roundup presentations on the 26th.

3. Review the Free E-Newsletters provided through the PC(USA) and consider subscribing to those of interest to you and useful to your ministry https://www.presbyterianmission.org/newsletter-subscribe/

4. Peruse the September 2024 - December 2025 Presbyterian Planning Calendar for themes throughout the 18-months and for resources available using the Planning Calendar Scavenger Hunt handout provided at registration.

5. FINAL PROJECT
Utilizing the Presbyterian Planning Calendar, select one of the programming emphases during any month and develop a plan for an educational event or training or worship service that focuses on the program emphasis you select. Prepare a three-page double-spaced paper that includes a lesson plan for the event or training, or basic order of worship for the worship service featuring PC(USA) resources you will use and how you will use them. Due date will be October 25th. 


CONTENT OF ZOOM SESSIONS: 

Thursday, September 5th  1:00 – 3:30 p.m. ET
	
1:00 – 1:30		Opening Prayer & Introductions - Connect through sharing about call to ministry, and personal and professional lives
	
1:30 – 1:55		Martha Miller on Certification Process and Vocational Resources (ie. Equip, Re:RE, Along the Road, etc.)

1:55 – 2:15		Bible exploration and large group discussion of scripture passages related to the mission of the Church

2:15 – 2:20		Break

2:20 – 3:00		Large group overview of the Directory for Worship, including worship as related to mission, and potential ways to use the Directory by educators in their ministries

3:00 – 3:15		Small group discussions about the mission of the Church and PC(USA) utilizing insights and information gleaned through discussion and writing of the one-page summary paper.

3:15 – 3:30		Closing Remarks and What to Expect During the Next Session

	
Thursday, September 12th  1:00 – 3:30 p.m. ET

1:00 – 1:15		Checking in and Opening Devotional & Prayer

1:15 – 2:15		Matthew 25 Overview – Pt. 1 – Rev. Alonzo Johnson, Coordinator of Self Development of People and Rev. Rebecca Barnes, Coordinator of the Presbyterian Hunger Program

2:15 – 2:20		Break

2:20 – 2:50		Christian Formation Overview – Stephanie Fritz, Coordinator for Christian Formation & Miatta Wilson, Mission Associate for Christian Formation

2:50 – 3:05		Small Group Conversation about what insights have been gleaned about the Six Agencies of the PC(USA), and the Resources available through Matthew 25 and Christian Formation	

3:05 – 3:15		Small Group reporting to Large Group

3:15 – 3:30		Closing Remarks and What to Expect During the Next Session
Thursday, September 19th 1:00 – 3:30 p.m. ET

1:00 – 1:15		Checking in and Opening Devotional & Prayer

1:15 – 2:15		Matthew 25 Overview – Pt. 2 – Rev. Carl Horton, Coordinator for Mission, Peacemaking Program and Rev. Veronica Cannon, Manager of Vital Congregations Initiative.

2:15 – 2:25		Break

2:25 – 2:55		Presbyterian Publishing – Marissa Galvan-Valle, Senior Editor for
					Spanish Language Resources

2:55 – 3:15		Large Group Conversation of about what insights were gleaned about the Resources available through Matthew 25 and Presbyterian Publishing	

3:15 – 3:30		Closing Remarks and What to Expect the Next Session


Thursday, September 26th – 1:00 – 3:0 p.m. ET

1:00 – 1:15	Checking in and Opening Devotional & Prayer

1:15 – 1:45	Mission Engagement - Sy Hughes, Southeast Region Mission Engagement and Support Advisor

1:45 – 2:15		Presbyterian Foundation – Olanda Carr, East Region Ministry Relations Officer

2:15-2:20			Break

2:20– 3:00	Resource Roundup – Each educator share one resource from the PC(USA) agency websites and ideas for how to use it.

3:00 – 3:30		Final Project Instructions, Final Reflections, & Closing Prayer










Cheryl Carson 03-27-2024	
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