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Building a Digital Bridge

One in four Americans regularly participates in online worship, but how can churches shepherd these digital disciples? How can church leaders embrace online ministry, not as an afterthought, but as a critical component to building faith? Participants in this workshop will receive practical guidance on bridging the gap between in-person and online experiences.


Step 1: Chart your network

Name five existing groups (local or global) that are connected to your church through the internet. Draw a dotted line between the group and the church building for online connections. Draw a solid line for in-person connections: 


























Step 2: Explore your options

Explore two of the five groups that you identified:
2
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     _____________________________		   _____________________________

     What are their needs? 				   What are their needs?

1. ___________________________		   1. ____________________________
2. ___________________________		   2. ____________________________
3. ___________________________		   3. ____________________________
4. ___________________________		   4. ____________________________

     Name two ways your church		   	   Name two ways your church
     could create stronger connection:		   could create stronger connection: 
     
1. ___________________________		   1. ____________________________
2. ___________________________		   2. ____________________________



Step 3: Make the first move

Circle one of the ways above that your church could create stronger connection to an outside group. What is the first step you will take to move toward this goal?

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

Further Readings

· Networked Theology: Negotiating Faith in Digital Culture, Heidi A. Campbell and Stephen Garner (2016)
· The Digital Cathedral: Networked Ministry in a Wireless World, Keith Anderson (2015)
· Together: The Healing Power of Human Connection in a Sometimes Lonely World, Vivek H. Murthy, M.D. (2020)
	  
